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AS TO RAILROAD LEGISLATION,

11 s aunounced by minagers of the pro-
pased special session of the legisiature in
WKansis that sucel a rajlroad Bl will b
parsed me to reguce trangportation charges
o5 per cont Itemay: e interesting to in-
auire a littla into s probable results of
surh A meagnre. and in doinz so we have
gelected for roference the offi reports of
1he San Fe voad, on the assumption that
it is n fair reprosontative of Kansas rudl-
road interests, and that its pereentages of
loss or profit will apply pretty accurately

te the wwhale,

The Santin Fe has+not yet compiled 2is
eports for the yenr ond'ng Jung M0, 180,
and we dre compelled 1o denl with the fig-
ures ol 7. but ms that was one of the
mort prosperous years in the whole history
of the road, 1t cannot e charged that a
period 1s used which makes a bhad rallrond
showing, First, we present o little ralile

showing the earnings anid expenses of this
youd on all and ©rd-
ing In Kansas, on the proportion passing
through Kans
and on the pr

business beginning

s from one siate to another,
rtlon originating in Kuao-
EuE originating
where and passing in—in short. all the bosi-
ness that by any streteh coull be consid-

g out, or else-

and pas

ered in connection with the Kansas traffic:

Gross earnings for 1557 .
Operating cxpensed and tascs

3164

Net marning
Now
S per cont, one-fourth must be tnken away
from the graoss recelpts, and this caleula-
tion having heen made it will be discovered

in reducing trunsportation charges

that 1 gross receipts have been redused
to $AZIGIMS, or E8H601 less than taxes
anil rating expen=es. I the proposed
kansas hill had been in foree in 1897, on 11
division of Santa Fe trafflc the owne
of the road, Instead of recelving a fair re-

turn for their cepital invested, wounld have
boen compelled to go down into their pock-
s for romething more than one-third of &
million in order 1o keep thelr road open angd
the wheels moving.

Butl ihe injustice of the proposed reducs-
tion does not appear-in al #s enormity un-
il It s connection with
business actunlly transacted in Kansas, the

vonsiden~] in the

only propertion of the traffic over whieh !
the legislature can have any rightful cons

trol.  Here 1&g o tuble  séiting forth the

condition of this traffic In the

Pa BENT ¢ tign

Frelgtn eurntioe

Mall, express and mis

Groms sarnipnes in Kangye
Onerating oxpwinsen

Taxes

3 1 ] I .y .
Net = = - -
By applying the proposed
dnction to this
discoversd that the g
been reduced to §1.540
than the

Thrrefore

4
25 per cent re-
BEansas business it will Lo

S BR8N

have

=04 1ess

earnings
or £33
oporating  expenses,
ir the Populist bl had been in
effoct in 1857, and the Santa Fe had had no
earning Kansas, the
owners of the rond would have been out of
pocket more thun ote-half milllor dollare,
'!‘f e

tse th

Taxes o

capacity outsglde of

fleures are not strictly acurate,

propuosed reductinn eould sedreely
w ail , hut even allow-
ing the full earning « mcity for these will
not materinlly alter the smount of losses,
in whaut u logislature

other ruling power hnd a richt to
the ©

1o mi anfd ex

dealing with Lr
the Into

ASONd-

consideration in determining

bleness of o ralirond rote the

Euprome court

of the Unfted States, In the Nebraska case,
decided foliows;

A s intlons made
under 1 n cnactmens,
o=tublishing ra s transportation of
porsons o property by rallroad that il
T

Wit of the carrler enrning such com-

r #ll the elree

Is ji=t 1 and to ‘the public,

prive . rler of Its property

due process of Do, and deay 1o 4t the oginal
Protecting [ the law 1 would, thore-

HeFs,
1 o=
ur judgment, it

migt
Le hwld tha blenicws or
onuhleness of 1t Serilvvd by

for the trunsport

erty wholly wi

mined without

31 ]

b ]
ju
th
1l
m

with tie

1= dended the

Ppower

to Nx r: o low that the local traflic wilj
afford no profit. It has abunddance of evi-
dence before It to show thint the present

Tates do not permit

rute of interest

the ecarning of o falr
for rallrond capital invest-

e, and yet it proposes Lo cut these rates
L per cent, and make It impo e for

the roads 1o carn ey

We must as

I Opirs

umo il the enginec

measure have ord intelligence,
that they must be well aware that thelr
proposed bill can not stand tha test of fed-
eral law. They are pushing their bill sclely

for the =ake of political buncombe, know-

¥

%
Sunday only J

40 |

Yan |

!'part of the 'nlon,

tutional, and for tins sort of demiagEogy
tate of Iansiws mus:
iI= no need to plead for the
They ara in danger,
have rights uniar the constitution which
can not be tramplead ander fopt. But for
: peaple af Kansus therg s
and more cooumnis
an Le but one result of the proposed Poj-
=t rallroad and

roendiv pav.

-

There

roads. no for they

nowlid be

Mending hivrs

‘ratien

legizlation, that 1= fo

plunge the people and the companios ato |

expensive sirlte and Jitigation

'HE CLOSING OF A GREAT YEAR,

From a bustmess standpoini, not 10 spenk

iy

I m ether Impoartant snd Interesting

e, the vear

CHNLNE

business Ry

clear-

alifving 10

wihiich =eb in ¢

of the MeKinley 3 inlstratd
bepn accumulative, and thnt at the clos
ear INS the percentage of inerense
than et i
il remarkahls
trade. It his win

larger

The year has wit
nesst prosperity in all Unes of

ol extraovdinury ex-

g, ant first time in A fin

wy the exports of manufactur “

r eded the imports of the same <lass,
were have Leen bLig balances in favor of

the United States at the end of eich month,
ard the gold th

the
1dily
s of the Amerj-

t was pald out durin

lonz period of dopres=ion hits lwen st
flowing buck into the cof

can poople.

All this, too, In splte of the pro=tcution

of a war and the presentation of unusual

Interests caleulated to divert attention from
business, The sencral activity and contin-

uous progress of the business world during

the _\-".:r' Just ¢l iz i= one of the strongest

possible indications of the commorcial se-
curity of the United States. The it of
enterprise has been strengthensd in every
notably In the South,
which Is unmistakably in favor of expan-
sion and what [t

will bring ty the Southern
stutes In particular.

LEATHOR AND SOCIALISM,

It is zratifyving to note that go vigorous
and intluentind & labor leader as Siamuel

Gompers is unqualitiedly apposed to socinl-
I=m, and that the
which presides

ETeat nver
by
The

head-

organization
him
an overwhelming vote in convention
socialistic iden which 12 making some
the industrial

he hiu=  seconided

WAY among masses of this

country is antagonistic to the principles on

\ which the Ameriean government is founded.

This country, of all the countrics in the
world, 15 a land of individuzl opportunitics.
It i& the eountry where the cltizen, no

mitter how humble his origin or condition,
iz privileged to work to the top, He may
chooge his calllng In life, and If he have
energy, perseverance and notive ability he
ain the highest suceess,

Mr. Gompers rightly savs that sociulism
Is the enemy of lubor orgunizatlon. And
not only of labor organization, but of the
highest and best forms of laboer iteelf. Take
from the workman the stimulus of Individ-
ual dchievement and prosperity and you
destroy his ambitlon for execllenes in work-

CHn 0

manship. The American workingmen as a
class arv not in faver of sociallsm, und
never will be. The attempt of theorists

and agitatore to folst it upon them will in-
tvilably fall. The Kansax Papullsts went
Into the campalgn this year on n pariially
socialistic platform,. and were overwhelm.
Ingly defented. The people of this countrsy
have an abiding fuith In the strength and
wholesomeness of Americanism, and Amoer-
lcanism and socialism, ke oll and water,
will never mix.

EDITORIAL NOTES,

Mr. Vest |8 gradunlly worklng up to the
will flash
on George Dewoy.

point where he the constitution

It is estimated that $5.00,000 will be spent
for holildlay toys thls year, not counting
Colonel Bryan's new hobhy.

Evidences are abundant that the holiday

shoppers are this vear giving the store
clerks a touch of high life,

Porhaps Senor Rios might aceept as a
souvenir the pen with which Carl Schurz

writes lis anti-American oditorials,

In the meantime let us hape that Senator
Jumper, of Kansas, h Ween tak LGme-
thing for that deceptive jnggish look.

Governor Leody seems determined that
the K 1% people zhall heve no occasion

to regret that they failed to re-elect hilm.

For a patriot who I= taking his last

whnek at country savinge, the Hon. William

.
| line up on the guesti

Kuan- |

Voluminous Allen is keeping remarkably
quiet.
{  The holiday advertlzsing will =eon drop

e | out, and e mugazines will then be able

‘ote #ome of thelr space to war

Gompers hne 1 level head on a gonad

* subjects, and his judgment s not n

faulty o regard to the undesirablen

af socialism.
—

10 it order, we would respectfully
suEgest to the Kansgas City pollee that this
town s infested with burziars
gneak

i= In
Tootpnds,

and thlevis,

| Perhapsx the Ho
! to the

Rilly Ma=on I=s walting
| orke
n of expansl

colng to

n hefore

see how ho

f are

| commiiting himself.

The vons may be'a great Insirn-
ment, et Mr, ' Armond wonid have more
regard for it if the framers had thought
to load It for czors, 1

1 1t ik Believad
Hryan

if properly approachog

Colonel could be el

Indu
1 submit

o wWilve

| his personal wishes to a few

newspaper Interviow

| Mr. Vest has carned the dis tion of
having made more frothy speeches on the
wrong slde of public guestions than any

| other man of his
|

Time,

If the president dorsn’t stop his chatter
aliout the country’s rosy futnrse that Bos-

s “antl” league may have to cnll 4 ment-
| Ing and give him 2 vole of no vonfidence.

The Spartan character of Hon. Arkansas

'i | Jones i shown In the fact that he at-

ends steadily 1o his se

ratarial duties, not-
withstanding that haunting menaced feel-
ing.

——

President McKinley declares that all s

, ng full well that it is tllegnl and uncon- 1 well with the country and that the future

Vs briehroand Inviting. and thoese Southern-

ers actually €eem to bellove him. Mr. Vest
miust be deeply o usted.

Still, the work of fraternizing Eas not
zone 30 far that the Confederate thz is un-

furled al public pak Naorth,
or the mention of Joff Davis' niime revelved
) Wil vocilgrsus applause.

NOTES AND NOTIONS,

Topeka Is beginaing |

tienof aniin ]
h pf a skipper, angd th
ied gracefully to the demuands of

ver the ques

g

1 Febple that *rov by
A shut out  fros b ieplslniive
e of Kau Sia wirtli the

Aethodist

Or iy

Eive NoCco 1
whether there s an fmangural ball 3
The only consoiation we can offer Major
Shrieve Is that he can come, d tn Kan-

and have an Innugural
likes.

The Pederation of Free
all

| bodies of the realm exeept

hall any
hie

Clhiurches

nf Klig-

nnd. eludes thie’ evangelical

whicrh i

estinhlished

hureh, has

al work prepars

H, 1 accepie],

a rommiited
4 new catévhism, w

1 g
| will be published w the approval of =1l
11 denominitions rescnted in both
England and  Ame with the recom-
| mendittion and hope that ivwill be opted
Lin afl the irches. This will be the first
I;xT'<l:::-? to bring about unitormity of in-
] structlon. for youth by this 15 since
the Keof ation. 1t naturatly  glves rlze
to the gilcstion: llow muny of those who
read of it were themselves brought up an

|

I u catechism, or have =eon nocatechism? It
{ strikes us that the entechi=m has been go-
t

ing ot of use,

Professor Schwals, of Yale,

it herad

TN

has
of

A hundred years
of

stittistivs of oerupintion Erid-

uites of that in

Itution.

i nEo ne vent the

ministry.

aduites
Now  only
mindstars,

rly 0 poep

thae

went - into

about T poer

But It would be a very superficial conclu-
slon trom these fleures to Jdeéclare that the
interest In the ministry = fatling off. The

f=, ruther, thit W larger number

of perganz who are preparing for all other

now

wilks i life go to college. For Instanee,
21 per cent of the gons of Yile now go into
business. The fact s, these figures war-
rant no Inference ot all as to the min-
i=try. __H

The Open amd Institutional Church has
pes=od  ft= 1fth annual convention, Pors

haps yvou all know what it 15, It i= a con-
vention of churches which Delleve in the
duty and necesaity of making churches,

hulidings as well as orgunizations, useful
more than one day in the week, and in car-

rying on all the helpful work possible, It
i a body of people who are coming to
Iook at the church us an institution in and

through which to do goal, ruther thun one
from which to get good primarlly, In con-
vention they tadk uhoput the ways and
means of revitalizing the Christlan chureh,
This time they spent conslderable time dis-
cussing  the federntion of  Amerfean
churches, All of which {3 very good.

Thaose tender souls who have been grieved
by the innovations of the revisad version
of the Bible, ag though the much-tinkered
English of the authorized ver-
sion were Itself MHicrally inspired:—what
Will they sy to the irreverent undertaking
of Professor Stevens, of Yale, who has just
publizshicd “The Epistles of Paul in Modern
English’"? For our own piart, we regard
It a8 o very sensible notion. What s the
use of letting plous souls break their heads
over the unintelligible phras of Paul's
epistle to the Galutinns? Teo llustrate, lu-
stend of “Whatsoever is not of fulth s
£in,” Mr, Stevens reads: “One sins agalnst
kis own moral nature when he does what
his conscience I8 not clear in approving.”
Anybody can understand thait,

2o.cnlled

Rev, "Mr. Seodder, of Jersey Clty, who
hius had much free advertising as & minis-
ter who tenching  danclng in hls
church, explaing things in a recent number

WA=

of the Outlook. His church is one thing,
and much like othier churches. But his
people have bullt also a “Tabernncle’ In

the midst of the toughest part of the olty,
The Tabernaele is an“institational churel
and, as such, one of its institutions {s “The

People’s Paulace,” where the dancing classes
are conducted, Mr. Seudder explidns that
the

erated

a stenlar institution, op-
lts ohject

“Palace is
under religious ausploes,
Is to offer to the people of the nelghbor-
hoodd wholesame oamusemonts nnder ra-
This we take
{ 1o be a sincerely religions work. We won-
| dér why Mr. Scudder thinks it noesssary to
explicitly that the i= not
recriated ground. 1f he isn't eareful
miay find that the ground 18 consecrated

af him.

tional and moral conditions.”

Wice™
on con

he

Some poople may not have notleed a brief
woeks 8 the offoct that
the other newly electad

in spite
|
|

« 1o

{tem some

ey

Mr, &
state nnd congresslonal officers of Kansas
ttle pleazure trip to

anl

wWere poing on n

. | Part Arthur In company with a sclect num-

te citizens of Kansa= and Mis-
amonz whom were the representa-
yme grent brewing establishments,
: affalr, and
w participated doubtless im-

r af priv
| sourd

nt

M ATE

B’ pienss

wl

Weaere

natlcoe

Eut (il yon that Mr.
of the compnny? Now

S Woad not onse

wr all know that Mr. Stanley 18 very much
oteupied  Just trying to satlsfy
the ms of s who =aved Kan-

but rre w to slaughter her if
| they do not get thelr ple.  Hut do yvou

that wa= the reason why Mr, Stan-

SUNBORe

loy d rot go on the excursion? Per-
haps

. Plumer, of Tted, N. Y., has been
e some misslonary work against the
Ieln t of his part of the country by

di=play a ements. Py personal =olic-
| Btution he has secured’ the vemoval of all |
such nuisances hetween his summesr home

sl

il
put

Ve fo
had been

o that
without the
property on

| and the

(154}
the owner of the
¢tond, and met, therefore, 1t-

| signs
consent of
| which t

[ tre

them
any consideration
What Tir, Blumer
In this connection

in havieog remaved.

there was
paid, t was very small.
has done athers ¢an do.
it = that the New York
Central rallroad has steadily refused
permit the erection of signs on its right of
way, although consideral
offered for the privilege,
the soulless corporation!

worth noting

in

r sums haxe been
Tally one for

HKANSAS TOPICS,

dim Orr 1= slapping ¢ ' oat

L

A Sullnn puper says that “what £hall we
do for Nnext season i=
oW,
L

fen

Rk the burning

guestion

Let uz troet that it was not the quility
of

the cliampa unch =erved at the Fort
the municipal

sive that prohitltion was a

good thing

———

the buzzing |

maseralty Lees just a man lghgng |
moequitoes,
- & @
Mr. Witchoragorske, of Emporin, has |
tried the only thing HKely to make him
| ha with it hy tukl Liride,

P
the woy, how many of the mayors and
cilmen ut that bitnduet Jater explained |

to their 3t Julfenne," “Am-

“Lastbenhelmer™ en tu

nted new waye of cook

¢ alobe
for*
Liuys tloket
monly tine testimony

tion Iberality of Bills
« v ow

Espener s the
who
three
had o woman
huunt the

demands that Atchison be nd

t having a single citizen who
s o Wichita!
10

Wiapgaener,

Which fs uncom-
the transporta-

Mizs Marvel of
Lawrence

'y

lime a

yvoung womun HEH |
with

2o Luawrence

owWns

bitrber chaira,

15 i shop
OV CNTS
barbwr and
clty stiil.

At

rough shaves

her

L ]
the wedllng
preacher had eathered o solemnize
marrhige of Pratt to his
heart. When the couple were hididen
i up oamd joln hands the brille balked
ieing that she had just receivod 4 mes-

trom her dead mother advising her
not to marry, The groom decliared that he
did not believe in spivit “honches! but the
bride was not to be moved and the wedding

Lidled,

Olathe and

Buec=ts

Samuel

EWeer-

10

suge

- - .
of EsKridege, belongs to
regiments recently sent to Porto

M €

one of the

Ericsson

Rico, and he writes of the voyvage as fol-
“Just trumpeter was
ing the mezz call at noon the ship struck
ef of rocks which nearly turned the
» over; just then she struck one on the
sther =lde which cuussd her to straighten
v It wis nearly thio
=hip was got into deep water agoin. The
examined, nnd it was found
that she hud only received two lurge dents
In her bow, but did not take water. The
ship's captain =nid o our commanding ofli-
cer that the set of fools or
else the nerviest men he over saw, for wao

lows: as the blow-

two hours before

viessel

wWis

men wyre a
were all laughing and joking over the in-

cident."”
L N ]

Curtis, of Crawford county, 5 a
on boprd the battleship Oregon,
a letter to his folke from Rio Janeiro
he gives some idea of tha ceremonies and
sports indulged In on warships when they
reicch o friendly harbor. As follows:

*We at Rio 1Ith ipst., and sa-
luted the nation a= we should by dlschurg-
ing twentyv-one six.pound guns. They an-
swered, and immediately we saluted the
Englsh admiral, his flagship being an-
chored in the bay cloze by, and they an-
swered.  The Ameérican  minister  came
aboard, and upon hig departore we saluted
him, the Mraziliun flagship made
mistake and saluted him also, but mistakes
will ovcur.

“The next day the visiting of officers he-
cnme

JoAL
senman

In

arrived

and

monolotnous; searcely an
Ly but 2ome gogie,

hour went
pedagogue or dema-
gogue, must he ﬁ;ﬂuh-il. dnd at 12:0 poom.
the president came out in his private vacht
and everybody saluted., The sound and re-
sound came over the morbid waters of the
Rio bay until It scemed as though another
battlo was an.

"The people of Rio are great sports, and
£0 the revelles must be kept up. Two
or three days of the weelk are holidays,
Just whatever the people sce (it to keep.
On the 15th Inst.
day, and, of course, we were In it
the ships in

was their independence
All of
the bay (warships) turned In
slgnal flags, holsting a Brazilinn flag to
the uttermos=t* mast. The nation was sn-
luted every morning and evening by every
vessel of water type In the hay.

“After dark Chinese lanterns decorated
the rhips most fastidiously, but the Cala-
Laria, Ttalinn flagship, took the prize
awarded by the committee on decorations,
Cur ship's company gave o sHow on tha
forecastle of the Oregon, which was weil
patrontzed by Fnglish brother officers and
The invitations were cordially cx-
tended to the Germans, but they excused
thems#lves, thinking we could not get up
enything worthy of their free notice, sgo
the rumors were quickly sprend that Ger-
many and America would soon
ing.

“On the next day the offleers and Amer-
ienn minister gave & ball on the quurter-
deck of the Oregon. The forecastle had a
chance just the day before, and now the
quarterdeck must come in for her share,
A formed
from the geninl talent of the big vessel;
the ship was elaborately trimmed with
mugnolia, coconnut, pineapple and orunge
leaves and limhs, while the graceful
durkies whiled the afternoon away, This
affuir began at 130 p. m. and 6:5) p. m,
Ok, how sweet the orchestri appealed to
the rapidly

men.

be fight-

swert sounding orchertra wns

the merrvmukers ns
fled!

“The seporitns came o'er from Rio, as
well ns o fow of the sporting bloods, and

minutes

all enjoyed themsclves,
- & »

The Topeka Mall and Breeze has mada
itself the medium of letters to Santa Claus
from boys and girls all over Kansas and
the result I=s severnl columns of the most
charming reading Imuginable, Here Iz one
from Ewart Rice, a T=year-olid oy in Chey-
county, whose ahjectlons to the fa-

vors bestowed in the past would sfem to
be very well taken:

“Dear Santa Claus:=T was 7 venrs old
st January, 1 have twin sisters § years
ald, and the twin brotherz you sent me
two rears ngo. Dot send us any mors
bahbies, ples Soend me & gun that will
Kill ralbibits nand wolf#, and a horn and a
knife. Send the bovs a ball, Send the
sirls a doll and a doll bugxy, and 1'd like
a lots more things.

. L -
And here Is one from George Maxswsll,

a l-year-pld Loy of Rush county, whose re-

gret thay e has no lttle brothier to fight
with must be offset by his joy in the
knowledge that his mother hos made a
good man out  of o monstrously wicked
father:

“Mr. Santa Claus. Dear Sir: T am a boy
10 year=s old and have no sister to kiss nor
brother to play or fight with, My pupa was

| & bad Democrat when he married ma, but
| she got him turned, and now he is an awful

Republicnn. We take lots of papers and

the best, Mr. McNeil ls a mighty funny

' man.”

- - -
Captain John K. Rankin, of Lawrence, is
now in the government service and sta-
tioned on the Pacllic coast, and here is the

lettar written to Santa hy his little dangh-
jer In Kansns:

“How are you, old Santn Clans? Have
van thought ahout my Christmas present
vEL? 10 you have not. please sond me this

1o hus bilen awny
and |
It wanld

one, which Is my papal,
cighteen montha, It 1s & long tim
to =ee him very
of the woy
Oregon, and biring him home

wint mudhs not

L ot to drop In at Klimsth

HEOTCY, hoame,

would jt? He is a small man and would not
take up much room in your sleigh and does

not mind the eold, either, Did you Know, olid
U Santa, that my papi e the best papa in
ate of Kansas?T Lodon’t meed a doll,
e one that you  brought me lust
Christmas is as good as new, and 1 can
I do without greut many thi it 1 o1
Bave my dedr paps.”
.- 9
And here is one I Thurza Balley, a llt-
| tle girl of Westm which eonta

most ginal idea that has been
mulgated by chiklhood sinee the d
B

mu=t

Sianta was a pesun myi The d

uld fellow have wn who

n will

wanting o wife by nnd by, for which |
Miss Ballev offérs hersely
“Diear Santa Claus:

= n cunididare

When you to

P thi

O
Westmoreland, Kas., stop at
white
aive nice Jittle
mics, and o blue-eyed doll for Si=ta
and sl Brother Jonhn. 1
eight yvears old next June, and am in th
third of our school. My
tenches a school miles west of bere,
and papa teaches four mile= southeast, e
witlke forth and hack every day, and he,
Ettle and 1 keep Mamma
roma on Fridayvs, Now, dear ald Santa, i
vou hove o lttle boy who will he the Santa
Cliius when you die, please tell him of me,
that 1'd like to be his wifel so [ could

house on Stale street

wuteh, ke

simalivst

ane

me gt my malin

n for will b

e I I

nineg

house., COMmes

and
go with him and help him glve nice pres-
cnts to the good boys and girls. For fear
vou will not know me I'll senil you my ple-
ture and you can show 1t to youor little
boy.™

. e 0w

Maxter Joseph Vernorn, of Larned, doesn’t
wiant much—just only ull the things he
can remember—but what do you supppse
put the spninx of Fiypt in
lexs it might Have been Ed Little's dogs
which barked for tifty centurfes?
Muaster Joseph:

“Dear Sante Claus:—1t Iz a whale yoar
slnce 1 wrote you a letter. I don't hardly
know what to write you., My s=lster yvaust
to write my letters for me, but Is
now and she has 1o write lottors
for her haby, =o I will have to wr
Ietter by myselfl.
Santa Claus,

his head un-

Says

muarried

5 my
1 would like to sce you,
1 hope some day thut [ wiil,
A gold ring, a watch, the sphinx of Ezyprt,
an alr gun, a train of cars, 4 hoomerang, i
tein kettle, @ beok, & drum, tin pan; a
rubberneck box, a jumplng Jick, rooster
whistle, colored pencils, a bird that sings,
a how and arrow, pearl handled knife, great
big clephant, an clectric car, a stocking of
candy. T hope you will bring me all these

things for Christmas,”
..

However, when it comes to wanting the
earth, the fullness thercof, Muasier
Joseph hasn’t much the start of Miss May
Roed, of Topeka, who llsts her demands as
follows: I am a good lttla gir], and I want
vou to bring me lots of pretty presents, 1
wiant you to bring me a hicyele and pony, a
brown pair of gloves, and a new silk para-
sol trimmad with white luee, a pieture book,
some games and some nice, lHttle toys that
I can play in the house with. A little doll
hat, & table cloth for my lttle table, and a
Htile gold wateh that will run and koep
time. Please don't forget now, I live at
113 Harrison streect, I shall hang my
stocking up at the foot of the bed. Now,
Santa, I hope you are well, and I want
you to bring me all the things I asked yvou
for.

i

and

L

If we are to believe that Fannie Cooper,
of Fort Scott, wrote the letter to waich
her name I8 signed, we must pleture her as
a pracise Httle miss who says “prunes and
prisms” every morning when she first gets
ot of bad In order to get her mouth shupel
right. Here |s her eplstle:

“Dear Banta Claus:—A little gl would
like 1o express many thanks for past fa-
vors with the hope that she may be re-
membered this coming Christmas. Kind,
noble soul, many a sleepiess night have I
pas==id awalting your jovous coming, and
many 4 heartfelt prayer has been offered
in your behalf for your precious care, Daar
Santa Clauz, may your Image alwnys re-
main to little boys and girls as sacred as
It does In the heart of the one who signs
this,

New Form of Tax Dodger,
From the Atlanta Constitution,

A new form of tax dodging has been (dis-
covered in the homa of that profession -
New York elty,

Unider the United States revenue stamp
law the fee hil {5 bazed upon valuation
in the transfer of property, real and per-
sanal. For a week or two after that law
went Into force, the newspapers were fifled
with storles of large sums pald In stamp
tax upon the transfers of valuable pleces
of property. To hear of 250 and $9% worth
of stamyps belng u=ed upon properiy irans-
ferred ‘heeame quite common, but it must
rot he supposed that opportunities
for thrift of the wary
money maker, g fow werks the
anthorities In New York 1atieed thot
there wore a great many transfers for
properiy for the =um of #, and natural
love anid affection and so on.

Colonel Willlams, collector of New York.
has discovered & number of the transfers
anid charges the parties thereto with frauds
7 inst the federal governmoent, and he is
it o appeal to the courts to reach the

P

i |

supposcid eriminals, T ate afficers de-
clure th it is mot their duty

the qu lon as to w her

5 sold for tf 3yt

or und in it

must
on the safe #=ide

fraud the genernl government is
It k2 Wdifl= the: nn-
can g» hehind the documes 2

1o«

to see DOW

All of this only goes to show that to con-
vert the tax doddger we m reach his
COnSEe as well as his property: tl

as= long us his consclence s eronked he enn
devise woays and means (o stesr clesr of the
man with the fea bill

The Living United=Now the Dend?
From the Attanta Constitution (Them..

Ome of the most remarkable declarations
ever matde hy the echief executive of any
nation was that which fe!l from the lips
of President MeKinley hefore the Geargia
teglslature yesterday, when, In view of the
and

fraterntty the harmony exisiing be-
tween the lHving, who siood face la face
thirty-five vears ago, he called for

tension of that =ame spirit amnd con
tion for the dead—Confoderates, ns well as
Federals,

It i= neediess to say that, as the president
spoks h measured ascient and impressive
mien, hiz words went straight to the hearts
of his hearers, ag proven by the tremen-
dous outhursi of applause which greeted

them, anud that the glimpse of restored
unfon wund fraternity which we caught
through the smoke of El Caney as ex-

Confederante General Wheeler led the men
in blue. had become a reality for all time.
Not only were the men living, who had

marched In serried ranks from battlef

to I #ld. hrought tozether and made

tn 1 brothers and ne Amerfcans, but
= » t he Oof those gane coilld b

imugined B around In the mysterin

i breathing benediction upon this
ment of hratherhood aned restored
Tha: 0 presifdent s mos
Hans, und mos leitousd heeause |t
from him. A Foderal soldlér, whe |
| wor the Union through the long four

Iden

PRAYER,
Hit Im the air,
mol=t, imple

of =sirife; whose campalgning led b (il
1o the vawning Intrenchi itw of the rv
leity in which he epeiks, ko had ot o |
| =penk for tho men upon whose #hould fAnd
| rests the vietory of that oceaston
{ pubiienn, and n min of Northers
p Fesenting the dom ni party,
out of the war, he Is gunl
for the men who nnswersd
| Abraham Lincoin and for th |
{| Who saw thelr duty fram annot?
| i
. 1 et a1 Birds
| upen teuted tield, pl I w bt s
! Republican party througt st | " ; o
1 in the
It w o3 > T .
=t : - 5 ek ¥ T
b 1 0 -
Gl persaril > (0 2 !
Amuricar 1 0 “fi -
oft thie Cirr y | " Lenig miid;
CcHiv shores or wlons the eonst Bou 1 T.ia
Atlantle! I v m k okt
All honor, then, must be accorded o ehlof tom 5
muagl as Mz | T ._-_-__ s
Ale1c Bt | HE INDERCURRENT.
eno Bnoout ! Duy afiex
Urmes 10 v wWno woo And w g 5
spread his i1 Gh, will } - 5=
the graves 1 1 t Hu st and
for thetr priveiples, no matter under what [£] rl‘;:\nn:n-
tag 1 marched! —

Merely “Heatlng the Ale
From the Phifade:
o C Gppon

Hecord (Dhem )

K¢
fiir, Thy
in their
vipaclty us I NET, O dosjtiTe
territory cltinor he ned, and they
t this r time and

to auqulre and eede tor-
n=sable attrib
¢ in the treaty ma -
e power of this guv-

The Greatest Wheeler,

From the New ¥ pos
Hoere i the supreme test of modern fame
and popularity:  Scorchers turn out for

General Joe Wheeler when they moect him
on his bicy

The Soul's Greatness,

o H. Hepworth, in New York Heruld,

1 the Lard G hreathed 3 his nretrils the
breath oF life, und man became a4 lving soul—
Genenis, 1T

What a startling stutement! And the

longer you think of it the more It stirtles
Yo

Min, then, Is a twofold helng—dist and
God! In good time the dust will go back
to the pluce from whenece it was tuken, to
be used agiln us 4 component part of tres
or er or anbmal. We nesd it only for
few years, and when it has served our pur-
rosa wa gigh farewell, for its companion-
#hip has been: very wEant, and so our
Knowiedge of it ends.

]

But the “living soul,’” what of that? It
does not return to Him whose breath it
wius, but preserves its identity, s inde-

tructible, and, as a personal belng, enters
another sphere of actlvity, thers to
developed by circumsta 8 more favor-
able than any which earth cun ufford.

The dust ean accomplish fts entire mis-
slon here, and why, therefore, should it
continue to be a part of us? But the soul
never wakes up to a perfect Knowledge
of iteelf until it is roused from the sleep
of death. Then only does ft thrill with
the conscionsness of real life. Tt= bondage
to the flesh is lwoken, it becomes free, it
loses the sense of limitation, it rocognizes
Its dignity as a part of the plan of God.
it feels within itself the throbbing of this
breath of the Crentor, It appreciates its
Kinship to Him, and It trembles with
boundless juy at the thought that it s
fmmortal

How curious that a man whe lived sev-
eral thousand yeurs agoe and who repre-

o gemi-barbarous people should have
red such words as these! Where did he
E<t the truth he spoke? Yes, they are the
truth as we In this modern age understand
It. All our systems of religion are bhased
on it, and when we meditate on the gran-
deur of the soul and its endless destiny the
words of the text repest themselves In our
ears, They are wlely and rudely symboli-
ciul and yet they have rung through the
eees ke a chime of bells. We do not ae-
cvpl the seer's story of man's creatlon ns
Hterally true, but we are amazed that he
should have so emphasized the difference
between body and soul at a time when the
1 was in its swaddling clothes.

We retuin his fdea, but clothe it in more
philosophle linguage. We declure that
God's life pervades the universe: that all

Iife comes from Him and s a part of Him.
Man's soul Is thereforg the God In man.
Since no part of God can die. the soul mus=t
needs lve forever., The infinite and the
finite belong to encl other, just ns the
wiater in a pool came from the wnter In
the oveun. The mother's love i= slmply
God's love fitted (o the limitations of o
fome, and oll the atiributes of man are
God's attributes in minfature, the one he-
Ing the shadow of the other, or, better
Btill, the echo of the other. You cannot
gel away from God, sud when you (ry to
do 80 your conscience pricks you and hit-

ter remorse is your portion. Remorse is
merely a homeslckness of the soul the
soul remembering that It has we rod
and longing to get back.

What a marvelous idea of human lfa
follows from these f You have per-

haps wasted it under
slon that it matters little whit becomes
of it, or that, at any rate, it < your own
anid you have a righ to do with it whiy
sults your fancy. But no; your life is in
it large gense the property of God, and
you are His appointed stewnrd 1o gunrd,
care for and develop It. 1t will never re-
turn to God two tlames, th and
the large, combine, th
In the large, for God b

honest impres-

e, just a kin
some Lreasure, neye
And that | of sours,
wonile e, u puzzle v na sglen
hus vet truly gnesseid—w Ve S0l
mide of {1, what are ¥ with it
in the

and what shape wiil
¥ to come? Has ft bedor
fon doubts
tered away In
hove laxt

r by
it been frit-
engures which
than o brilllant

eriged

soiup hubble w bursts when itz colors
are mast  ead Or have you molded
it into some form, using your eir-
cumEtances s sculpitor n=is his tools
to bring the stotue out of the rough block

of marble?

10¢d has dlone thing which s
me =g 3 I b
while ¢ He has siven you
sale ) own chariucter, You
are mi nts Are Your slaves.
He puts swe ling infloenees
about =tnds the wi un=ven
you with invi
fuce your experd

clde whether it

irs ar sink sou into the mire.

Such responsibllity! How God minst have
prized o He ervated when He mide
it the arbiter of {12 own fats!

And If He has glven It =uch grande

and crowned | with immortality, can we
do aught el=e than tead princely lives,
Jesus did, copscious that we are so lares
that we should disdaln all =mailine
throbbinzg with that divine ambltion which
will be satisfied with nothing less than the
highest zood and the noblest attalnment?
That Is the religion of Christ, and it con-
sists of an appre of whut you are,
and of your destiny, and a determination,
with heip from wbove, to produce such a
acter out of the discords and smiles
of time that He will say at last, “Well

a=

done, good and fuithful servant

by

OF CLRRENT INTER EST.

A remarkable featyr Hanscom

at the !;:1;;9

striRing resq
3 T ha= noticed,
= memi her pavy of-
¥ o ! heroes
mmandrr
s aumnoned
specting tor-

pPreio bt 1
Itke Admiral 1

very much
it John J.

who is I of reced

ship Richmaos at League Blund, cun eas-
iy be tiken for Admiril Schley. Commo-
dore commundant of the Boston
lavy yard, who is president of the court,
bhears u vory close resembianee to Commuo-
tore Cusey, the commandant of the Leasus
I« Captain James H. San

the goves Philudelphia Naval
home, is ¥ “ringer™ for Ad-
miral Samp=un, that his Benrd is
much whiter.
—
Tue modernizing of Switzerland stilt pro-
cevds apuce. The latest phase of the work

15 1o be seen at Lucerne. where the Kapeli-
brucke, the splendid old  wooden brides
over the Reuss, (< threatened with destruc-
tlon. This quaint structure with its gables,
freseoes and  lanterns wiax built in 1220,
the vra of Lurerne's independence and tha
birth of the Swiss confederation. The 150
pletures which decorate the roof sre much
maore madern, dating. Indesd, only from the
list century. The ediles of the city, who
geom to hive lost thelr fathers” love of art
and affection for history, declure that the
old wenther-beaten timbers are out of har-
mony with the new hotels and thelr facades
of freestone pnd plate glass that have
sprung up of Lite along the shores of the
lake.

The fire commissloner there recently gave
out & census of the tall bullding= of Great-
er New York. He huas obtained some star:-
ling fAerures as to the helght of the modern
sikyscrapers. He finds that there are five
bulidings more thun 3 feet high, namely:

Ivins’ leute building, Purk row, N9
3 aul bullding, Broadway and Ann
str Jn:  Amerlenn Surety  bullding,

oadway and Pine street. 3%: Amerioan
act Soclety bullding, Nussau and Sproce
streets, 3%, and Commercial Cable building,
Broad street. 34 His chief recommendi-
tion s aun underground pipe system, to be
utilized in conjunction with powerfui five-
boats.

It 1s sometimes unwise to ask for an
apology. Two lending teetotal lghts of
Kirkaldy, Scotland, were returning not long
ago from a highly successful temperance
meeting amndl managed to get upset. The
local editor observed In his report that “for-
tunately both gentlemen were sober at the
time.”* They did not appreclate this trib-
ute, and a strong letter was written 10
the editor. The next {ssue contained this
abject apology: “Messrs, aml —— de-
mand an apology for our having stuted that
at the time of their accilent they were
Lioth sober, We have pleasure in withdraw-
Ing our observation.”™

A very curious relic of old Paris Is about
10 be removed—the house in the Hue de
Yentse, built in 182 by the celebrated al-
chemist, palmist and philanthropist, Nich-
olas Flaumel. It i= one of the few speci-
mens of fifteenth century domestic archi-
terture still to be seen in the French cap-
ftal, says the Lomilon Chronicle. Until the
revolution its upper floors were [et to poor
old men and women, who, In accordance
with Flamel's will, had only to pray for the
repose of his soul, and to s=uy an Ave
every day at the hour he died to secure
lodgings rent free.

The directors of the Fifth Avenue bank, in
New York, followlng thelr usual custom,
have declars] a regular quarterly dividend
nt the rate of 19 per cont per annum. Two
other metropolitan banks, howaver, p
lirger dividends than the Tifth Avenue,
Thess are the Chemieal, which pays on a
bu=ls per cent bi-monthly, and the Firse
Niutlonal, guarterly, at the Mo per cent per

annum rate, The stock of the Fifth Ave-
nus sells at $2.00 o wre: the Flrst Na-
tionu), ot 32 i =hare, and the Chemical

at $d, nrnd sometime

The candy butchers at the cheap variety
thealers In New York are a. curious lot,
svlidom seen by uptown theatergoers, Orig-
Inally 1t king in prize packages, they
hiave founsd it necessiry to Increase thelr

more, A share,

Inducemetits, and the & cent package now
Includes s a prize a package of cough
a of a sporting paper, one of
fHustrated supplements of a Saturdsy
paper, a =ong book and a stiek of

rops.
ths

o

chewing gum. The papers are. of course,
burk numibers: but even at that, It s a
Hberal 3 cents’ worth.

"here s oa physicinn In New York who

has his putionts take their prescriptions to
n druggist who, by speclil agreement, binds

Bims=alf to renew no presociption. The un-
L tee puitlents, ax soan a= thelr battls
of medicine runs dry, miust pay another
visit to the doctor nnd gel 4 hew preserip-

tion unleo=s thev

Tha pt

are cured by the lirst bot-
tkan doss

I

ot #ven glive com-

mutntion < [0y "nts, but smiles
and mukes out hills
ths Livutenant Julieny

hetter known
e retired st
« put back on
old sen dogg
he ought
rnd write nox s he ecan

waork very much hetter
i he can perform the duties of a naval
aiicer.

EOort o

The Marquls of Anglesey, who dled not

timn ordervd sent from
of his country homes a
of hand grenndes for use fn
The servasnts hung them all

inrme

vasze of fire

guant

aver the tse, bt Had a dozen left over.
"Wihat =halli T do with them, my lord?"
iiked the butler. The titled blackguard
pondered for » moment and then sald:
G ; mity pul them o my coffin.

General John W,

Foster, who gerved as

Li Hung Chung's udviser during the Jap-
an Chine ce negothitlons, hua e
ceived a lettor from the Oriental st -
man, In which he says that “ull recent

changes fn Chine are for the better.™

Frances Hodzson Burnett has received
20 in rovalties from the drumatizat ien
of “Littie Lord Fauntleroy."




